LINCOLN’S FAREWELL ADDRESS

“My friends. | FEBRUARY 11, 1861 2
Noyoznc:z',’enots in my situation, can ’ EAEE @@EAN %
appreciate my feeling of sadness

; 4 . On February 11, 1861, Abraham Lincoln E
% tZl‘_;{}artmg. tZO this p l?;cei; and ; extemporaneously delivered his farewell é@@ % % EEAEA
eviryl th innfags ? ;J;eree;e i»?;{»e;:e address from the back platform of a train leaving

| Springfield, lllinois bound for his inauguration in é@
q;ulrter ofa cetntury, &n&[ﬁm’;{passec[ Washington, DC. On the way, someone asked EB RE% %
J:n ;"; f?i ffzsgﬁaz/g%eoen Znan anf{rsne f Lincoln for a copy of the address for publication.

o gu ried. If::t);iv leave, 7}“ Enow;ng | All we know for sure is that Lincoln started to F e bTuaTy 1 1, 18 61
B i 4 £ cyelyr WAN SESIEEY 1 write the speech from memory, but only the first

wﬁzﬁ » /?S’? 6‘3201; e gq%lteg ; than third is in Lincoln’s handwriting. The rest was
fWi ttﬁ::’u tlct ﬁeTZSssi’s t;gi gZLO f fgat"g;‘%e } written by his secretary, John Nicolay. There are
Being, who ever attended fim, I | conflicting legends as to why he did not complete
canngo’ Fidived. Wibh that oeelstirkis the transcription himself. One legend is that the
T D TRkt . 3 ") train ride was so jerky, he eventually stopped
cannot fail. Trusting in Him, who writing and dictated his words to his secretary, N B

cc:;t{go with me, and remain with e who finished transcribing the speech. A second

y: i[i? ewt'[qr% wh etr ffaJ;W [oogﬁ[[ [ettugs legend holds that after shaking the hands of all
conf Sy ope mibidond b those in attendance for his speech, his hand was

well. To 3is care commending L joiond too sore to continue writing, and he dictated the

as I hope in your prayers you will : .
commend me, I bid you an affectionate IRTATEI trine ey

farewell.”
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J It has been confirmed that the first portion,

} down to the eighth line where a line crosses

} over two words is in Lincoln’s handwriting. The

| balance of the speech is in the handwriting of ‘
John Nicolay, Lincoln’s secretary.

The February 12, 1861 lllinois State Journal
newspaper noted, “It was a most impressive
scene. We have known Mr. Lincoln for many ‘
years; we have heard him speak upon a \
hundred different occasions; but we never saw ‘
him so profoundly affected, nor did he ever ;
utter an address, which seemed to us as full ;
of simple and touching eloquence, so exactly z
adopted to the occasion, so worthy of the ?
|
|

The small notation at the bottom of the page
was written by Lincoln’s son Robert T. Lincoln .

The original manuscript is housed in The ‘ EAEﬁ@ OLN E}EP@T

Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.

man and the hour. Although it was raining fast
when he began to speak, every hat was lifted,
and every head bent forward to catch the last
words of the departing chief. When he said,
with the earnestness of a sudden inspiration of
feeling, that with God'’s help he should not fail,
there was an uncontrollable burst of applause.”
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